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The Big Cat Sanctuary are proud to be able to offer workshops, tours and outreach sessions from our team of educators to suit children 
and young adults of all ages and abilities. Each educational visit is tailored to complement topics outlined in the National Curriculum and 
many include interactive activities. Access to replica big cat artefacts and seized HMRC items enhance visits and we aim for everyone to 
leave excited and enthused about big cats and their conservation. We welcome visitors from all school year groups, higher education in-

stitutions, as well as mixed age groups from voluntary and charitable organisations e.g. Beavers, Cubs and Brownies.  

 

ABOUT US 
The Big Cat Sanctuary was founded in 2000 and is a UK registered conservation charity which is home to around 50 
wild cats. Our 32 acre site hidden in the peaceful Kent countryside began by default as a refuge for rescued cats. 

Now recognised as a centre for excellence and one of Europe’s biggest wild cat centres, making global partnerships 
and supporting conservation initiatives. Our cat collections spans 15 species from the world’s largest to the smallest.  

 

The organisation has four pillars of ethos:  

Our education and funding  
initiatives raise awareness amongst 
people from all walks of life about 
the plight and challenges faced by 

these endangered cats 

Providing our cats with the 
best possible environments, 
enrichment and care to allow 
them to live long, happy and 

healthy lives 

Actively involved in the European 
Endangered Species Programme 

aiming to produce a strong, 
healthy and diverse gene pool 
within the captive population 

Making substantial contributions 
to global cat conservation projects 
including Ol Pejeta Conservancy, 
WildCats Conservation Alliance 

and Snow Leopard Trust 



 
 

 

OPTIONS 

There are two main options if you are  

looking to book an educational visit: 

 
Onsite – bring your class to The Big Cat Sanctuary 

 
Outreach – our educators will come to you 

ONSITE VISITS – TOUR ONLY (Under 16’s) 
 

Enjoy a tour of our wonderful cats led by a member of our education team. See our cats up close and learn about their species, habitats and threats in the 
wild. These tours are tailored to accommodate all ages and requirements. Worksheets and big cat artefacts are available to support the tours and to further 

engage the students, as well as bring some more fun to the day. 

Duration 

Tour only visits last 1 hour 30 minutes. This includes a welcome talk, our interactive tour of the sanctuary and time to explore the gift shop. AM and PM 
tours are available. 

Prices 

School groups are priced at £12.50 per child for groups of 15 or more (pricing may vary for smaller groups). 1 adult may attend free of charge with every 6 
paying children. Maximum group size is 35 students.  

Availability 

Please contact us to discuss available dates for your educational visit. Please note tours are only offered Wednesday—Fridays and are based on a first come, 
first served basis. Maximum group sizes of 35 students apply. Call us on 01233 439150 or email education@thebigcatsanctuary.org 



ONSITE VISITS – BIG CAT  WORKSHOPS  
(Under 16’s) 

 

An exciting opportunity to learn all about our resident cats and the big cat world. Choose a 
topic and participate in an interactive and fun education session with one of our expert  
educators, enhanced with big cat artefacts and seized HMRC items. A guided tour of our 

magnificent cats completes a perfect visit.  
 

Duration 

Big Cat Workshops last around 3 hours. Time is allocated for lunch and to visit the gift shop. 
Schools must provide their own lunch. Workshops begin at 11.30am. 

 

Prices 

School groups are priced at £17.50 per child for groups of 15 or more (pricing may vary for 
smaller groups). 1 adult may attend free of charge with every 6 paying children. Maximum 

group size is 35 students. 
 

Availability 

Please contact us to discuss available dates for your educational visit. Please note workshops 
are only offered Wednesday—Fridays and are based on a first come, first served basis.  

Maximum group sizes of 35 students apply. Call us on 01233 439150 or 
email education@thebigcatsanctuary.org 

 

We have six big cat based topics for you to choose from: 

Roars, paws and claws 

Food Webs 

Rainforests 

Wildlife Warriors 

Helping Habitats 
Conservation 

ROARS, PAWS AND CLAWS 

Learn about big cat adaptations such as their paws, tails and 
fur, and how these help them survive in the wild. Suitable for 

foundation & key stage 1. 

 

FOOD WEBS 

Discover what big cats eat, the food chains they are a part of 
and the nutrition in their diet. Suitable for Key stage 1 & 2 

 

RAINFORESTS 

Study the animals living in tropical rainforests along with the 
major threats facing these species. Explore ways we can help 
the world’s most biodiverse habitat. Suitable for Key Stage 2 

& 3  

 
*NEW* WILDLIFE WARRIORS 

Learn all about the local wildlife that call The Big Cat Sanctu-
ary their home! See what we do to give these creatures a 
home and see how you can make your gardens at home a 
safe haven for local wildlife. Can be adapted to fit all age 

ranges. 

HELPING HABITATS 

Students will explore different habitat types and how big cats 
have adapted to survive all around the world. Suitable for key 

stage 1, 2 & 3 

 

CONSERVATION 

Examine the major threats facing big cats and what we can 
do to help these threatened species, both at the sanctuary 

and at home. Suitable for Key Stages 2 & 3   



ONSITE VISITS – HIGHER EDUCATION  
(Over 16’s) 

 

Aimed at students 16 years old and above studying A-Levels, diplomas or degrees.  
Higher Education sessions include a presentation from one of our expert educators and a 
guided tour of the sanctuary to meet our beautiful big cats. We have four big cat-based 

topics tailored to suit all ages and requirements.  
 

Duration 

Higher Education visits last around 2 hours with time allocated to visit the gift shop. AM 
and PM sessions are available. 

 

Prices 

Higher Education visits are priced at £20 per individual for groups of 15 or more (pricing 
may vary for smaller groups). 1 adult may attend free of charge with every 10 students. 

Maximum group size is 35 students.  
 

Availability 

Please contact us to discuss available dates for your educational visit. Please note tours 
are only offered Wednesdays—Fridays and are based on a first come, first served basis. 

Maximum group sizes of 35 students apply. Call us on 01233 439150 or 
email education@thebigcatsanctuary.org  

 

We have four big cat based topics for you to choose 
from:  

Conservation in Action 

The Role of Modern Zoos 

Zoo Careers 

Big Cat Enrichment 

Genetics 

 

CONSERVATION IN ACTION 
Examine the major threats facing big cats and the status of wild 

cat populations. Learn about breeding programmes and  
conservation projects that The Big Cat Sanctuary are involved in, 

and what we can do to help threatened animals at home. 

  THE ROLE OF MODERN ZOOS 
Discover how zoos have changed over time from recreational  

establishments to those involved in protecting threatened species. 
Learn how The Big Cat Sanctuary uses its ‘four pillars’ to meet the 

requirements of a modern zoo.  

 ZOO CAREERS 
Students will explore the range of jobs available at The Big Cat 

Sanctuary with a focus on qualifications and experience required 
to take up these roles. Sanctuary staff case studies help to show 
students the range of opportunities within a zoological collection.  

 

BIG CAT ENRICHMENT 
Find out how we keep the residents of The Big Cat Sanctuary 

stimulated both mentally and physically using a range of  
enrichment tools. Throughout the session analyse enrichment 

types and how they benefit different big cat species.  
 

 *NEW* Genetics 
Explore the big cat family tree and understand the relations     

between our big cat species. Students will take a close look into 
colour mutations in big cats– predicting the colour of our jaguar 

breeding pairs young! To finish we will discuss how captive 
breeding programmes work and The Big Cat Sanctuary’s breeding 

success.  
 



OUTREACH 

One of our expert educators will bring a little piece of the sanctuary to you! Each visit is based on a topic of your choosing, enhanced with interactive activities, big cat 
artefacts and seized HMRC items. All previously mentioned topics are available as outreach visits and can be tailored to suit all ages and requirements.  

DURATION 

Outreach visits last 45 minutes. 

PRICES 

Outreach sessions are priced at £75 for a group within an approx. 20 mile radius. Groups must be no larger than 35 students. Multiple talks must be 
booked for larger groups.  

Outside this radius? Contact us about a possible Skype session. 

AVAILABILITY 

Please contact us to discuss available dates for your educational visit. Outreach visits will be offered on a first come, first served basis. Call us on   

01233 439150 or email education@thebigcatsanctuary.org 

Customise your visit 
If you have something different in mind, custom visits are available for 

both onsite and outreach classes. Our education team are on hand to help 
in tailoring all sessions to your needs! Simply contact us at  

education@thebigcatsanctuary.org 

 

Fundraising 
Feeling inspired to fundraise for The Big Cat Sanctuary? Contact us to if 
you would like a resource pack or a member of the team to visit your 

school to let you know how you can help. Simply contact 

Tanith@thebigcatsanctuary.org 

 


