
AFRICAN LION FACTFILE 

 

NAME African Lion 

SCIENTIFIC NAME Panthera Leo 

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE 28 African countries– mainly central and southern  
Africa. 

HABITAT Savannah, grassland and woodland.  

LIFESPAN 10-16 years in the wild 
Up to 30 years in captivity 

WEIGHT 110– 250kg 

DIET Medium to large herbivores e.g. wildebeest, zebra, 
water buffalo and kudu.  

WILD POPULATION Approx. 20,000 individuals.  

A high risk of  becoming 
 extinct in the wild. 

IUCN RED LIST STATUS 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

African lions are the second largest cat in the world, and the apex predator of the 
African savannah. Unlike many cats, lions are social animals and live in groups called 

prides. Prides can vary in size, from anywhere between 3 and 30 lions, and will  
include mostly lionesses and their young as well as a few males. The male protects 

the pride while the female does approximately 85% of the hunting, as well as  
rearing the young. The young will stay with the pride until they are a couple of 

years old. At this point females are likely to stay with the group but males will be 
forced out of the pride and will often form bachelor groups with other young males. 
Male lions have manes, which grow darker with age. Thicker, darker manes are also 

an indication of a healthier lion. 
Lions spend most of their days resting, and are well known for sleeping up to 20 

hours a day! When they are not resting, lions are either hunting or defending their 
territory. Territory boundaries are patrolled by the males and marked with urine.  
Lions will also roar to defend their territory. Both males and females will roar, a 

noise that can be heard up to 5 miles away!  

AFRICAN LION RANGE 

THREATS 

• Human- wildlife conflict– habitat loss has resulted in lion  
populations living in close proximity to human settlements. Coupled with a 
decrease in their natural prey, lions will attack livestock. Farmers rely on 
their livestock for income and will retaliate by shooting or poisoning lions.  

• Habitat loss– lions have vanished from over 95% of their historic range. 
The development of land for agriculture, roads and settlements has  
resulted in alarming rates of habitat loss and the isolation of populations.  

• Trophy hunting– lions are prized as hunting trophies, in an industry 
which is poorly regulated.  

• The bushmeat trade– this is the commercial sale of meat acquired 
through illegal poaching of wildlife. Snaring is the most frequently used 
method as it captures the most animals. This reduces prey animals for  
lions and can also result in lions getting caught in wire snares.  

• Illegal wildlife trade– Lions are poached for their body parts, such as 
skins, claws, teeth and bone, to be used in traditional medicine in a  
growing Asian market.   
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