
AMUR LEOPARD FACTFILE 

 

NAME Amur Leopard 

SCIENTIFIC NAME Panthera pardus orientalis 

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE Southwest Primorye in the Russian Far East 

HABITAT Temperate forests. 

LIFESPAN 10-15 years in the wild. 
Up to 20 years in captivity.  

WEIGHT 25– 75kg 

DIET Roe deer, sika deer, badgers and hares.  

WILD POPULATION Approx. 100 individuals 

IUCN RED LIST STATUS 

An extremely high risk of  
becoming extinct in the wild. 



AMUR LEOPARD RANGE 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Amur leopards are one of nine sub-species of leopard. They are the most critically 
endangered big cat in the world. Found in the Russian far-east, Amur leopards are 

well adapted to a cold climate with thick fur that can reach up to 7.5cm long in  
winter months. Amur leopards are much paler than other leopards, with bigger and 

more spaced out rosettes. This is to allow them to camouflage in the snow.  

In the 20th century the Amur leopard population dramatically decreased due to  
habitat loss and hunting. Prior to this their range extended throughout northeast 

China, the Korean peninsula and the Primorsky Krai region of Russia. Now the Amur 
leopard range is predominantly in the south of the Primorsky Krai region in Russia, 
however, individuals have been reported over the border into northeast China. In 

2011 Amur leopard population estimates were extremely low with approximately 35 
individuals remaining. Intensified protection of this species has lead to a population 

increase, with approximately 100 now remaining in the wild.  

THREATS 

• Illegal wildlife trade– poaching for furs, teeth and bones is a huge 
threat to Amur leopards. A hunting culture, for both sport and food across 
Russia, also targets the leopards and their prey species. The Amur  
leopard range is only a 2-3 hour drive from two major cities in the  
Primorsky Krai region, making it some of the most popular hunting 
grounds for city residents.  

• Forest fires– most forest fires are started deliberately to trigger the 
growth of ferns, a popular ingredient in Russian and Chinese dishes. As a 
result of these fires primary forests have disappeared leaving open  
grassland, a habitat Amur leopards avoid.  

• Inbreeding– due to populations dwindling to extremely low numbers as 
little as 20 years ago, inbreeding is a major threat. 

• Disease– as an isolated population, amur leopards are particularly  
vulnerable to diseases such as Canine Distemper Virus (CDV). 

• Development– the Amur leopard range is in close proximity to the  
borders of North Korea and China, meaning it is a sought after area for 
new infrastructure projects e.g. railways and oil pipelines.  
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