
PUMA FACTFILE 

 

NAME Puma 

SCIENTIFIC NAME Puma concolor 

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE 28 countries across the Americas. 

HABITAT A very wide variety of habitats including desert, 
swamps, rainforests, mountains and grasslands.  

LIFESPAN 10-16 years in the wild 
Up to 20 years in captivity 

WEIGHT 25– 80kg 

DIET Will vary largely dependent on location. Are capable 
of taking down large herbivores such as deer, elk and 
guanaco.  

WILD POPULATION Unknown 

IUCN RED LIST STATUS 

Currently not at risk of  
becoming extinct in the wild. 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The puma has the largest geographic range of any native terrestrial mammal in the 
western hemisphere. They range across North and South America, extending from 
the south of Alaska to southern Argentina and Chile. There are a variety of names 
used to describe the puma including cougar, mountain lion and catamount. Despite 
weighing up to 80kg, pumas are not considered to be a big cat. One similarity they 
share with other small wild cats is the vocalisations they make. Pumas purr, mew, 
hiss and yowl. Pumas have always been considered a solitary species, however a 
study conducted in 2017 showed evidence of a more secretive social system. For 

example, neighbouring pumas were seen sharing their kills with one another. 

Pumas vary in colour slightly dependent on where they are found, but are all brown-
grey in colour. Pumas found in colder regions are typically lighter and those found in 

warmer regions are darker. They are a very adaptable cat and can be found in a  
variety of habitat types; from arid desert to jungle, and mountains to grasslands.  

PUMA RANGE 

THREATS 

• Legal and illegal hunting– it is estimated that 4000 pumas a year are 
killed through hunting and conflict with humans in the USA and Canada. 
Hunting pumas is still legal in a number of states in America, however they 
are still persecuted through illegal sport hunting too. 

• Habitat loss and fragmentation– puma habitat is destroyed due to  
human developments across much of their range. Populations are also  
isolated by such developments.  

• Human– wildlife conflict– this can be in retaliation to livestock losses, 
or may even be pre-emptive killing. Across much of their range pumas are 
either considered as vermin or are thought to be very aggressive so a  
danger to live in close proximity too.   

• Decline in prey– in some parts of the Americas puma prey populations 
are in decline due to overhunting by humans.  
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