
SNOW LEOPARD FACTFILE 

 

NAME Snow Leopard 

SCIENTIFIC NAME Panthera Uncia 

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE 12 countries across central Asia. 

HABITAT Mountains 

LIFESPAN 10-12 years in the wild. 
Up to 20 years in captivity. 

WEIGHT 20– 55kg 

DIET Mainly ibex (wild goat), blue sheep and argali (wild 
sheep). 

WILD POPULATION Between 4,000 and 6,500 individuals. 

IUCN RED LIST STATUS 

A high risk of  becoming 
 extinct in the wild. 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Snow leopards are a very elusive cat, perfectly adapted for living in the high  
altitudes of the Himalayas. They have short, strong front limbs and longer back 
limbs, allowing them to jump distances of up to 30 feet! They have large paws,  

acting like snow shoes, preventing them from sinking in the snow. Snow leopards 
have small ears relative to their body size, reducing heat loss and short, wide nasal 

cavities, warming the air before it hits the lungs. The snow leopards have a very tail! 
It helps when balancing and wraps around the body to the face, providing extra 
warmth. Snow leopards have soft, dense fur, keeping them warm in cold climate.  

Snow leopards are seasonal breeders and will come into season between January 
and mid-March. Typically snow leopards are solitary, but during mating season may 

be seen together for several days. Where prey is sparse a snow leopards home 

range may be as large as 1,000km², making it difficult to track down a mate. To 
communicate snow leopards will leave markings on the landscape. Despite being a 
big cat, snow leopards are unable to roar due to the physiology of their throat and 

instead mew, growl, yowl and chuff.  

SNOW LEOPARD RANGE 

THREATS 

• Poaching-  between 2008 and 2016, it was reported that approximately 
one snow leopard was killed and traded every day. Poaching of snow  
leopard prey species, ibex, bharal and argali, reduces prey and makes it 
harder for them to find food.  

• Human– wildlife conflict– snow leopards share habitat with domestic 
livestock. As the snow leopard habitat shrinks and their prey declines they 
are more likely to kill livestock animas. Livestock herders rely on these  
animals for income and in retaliation will sometimes kill the snow leopards.   

• Habitat destruction– large areas of snow leopard habitat are destroyed 
for large scale developments such as  mining. 

• Climate change– snow leopards are found in the Himalayan region of 
central Asia. More than half the remaining snow leopards are found on the 
Tibetan plateau , an area which has increased in temperature by 3 degrees 
in the last 20 years.  This temperature rise leads to a complete change in 
the ecosystem and threaten  to make up to a third of the snow leopard 
habitat unsuitable. 
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