
JAGUAR FACTFILE 

 

NAME Jaguar 

SCIENTIFIC NAME Panthera onca 

GEOGRAPHIC RANGE 18 countries in Central and South America, ranging 
from Mexico to Argentina. 

HABITAT Their habitat is typically dense rainforest, but can also 
be found in open grassland and mangrove swamps. 

LIFESPAN 12-15 years in the wild 
Up to 20 years in captivity 

WEIGHT 36– 120kg 

DIET A very diverse diet, including capybara, tapir,  
monkeys, birds and caiman. 86 recorded prey species.  

WILD POPULATION Approx. 15,000 individuals.  

At risk of  becoming 
 extinct in the wild. 

IUCN RED LIST STATUS 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Jaguars are the largest wild cat in the Americas. They are stocky in build, with short 
thick set limbs, broad shoulders and a large head. Jaguars are very good all round 

predators. They will hunt on the ground, climb trees to pounce on their prey and are 
also very capable swimmers, so will hunt in the water. Jaguars have a very varied 
diet, and with the most powerful bite of the cat family, typically kill by crushing the 
skull of their prey. They have been know to crush turtle shells and even kill caiman! 

Although jaguars are typically golden in colour with black rosettes, jaguars can also 
be black all over. This black colouration is caused but a genetic mutation known as 
melanism. Black jaguars often look like they have no markings, however if you look 

closely they still have their rosettes! This is because the markings on cats are on 
their skin not on the fur, and it is the fur that changes colour. The term ‘panther’ is 

often used to describe a black jaguar, but there is no such species.  

THREATS 

• Illegal wildlife trade– although jaguars are targeted for their fur, they 
are more frequently poached for their teeth, claws and bones. These are 
in high demand in countries like China where they are used in jewellery 
or as status symbols. It is likely that jaguar products, particularly bones, 
have filled some of the demand for tiger parts, which are less available 
due to increased protection. 

• Human– wildlife conflict- jaguars are persecuted as a pest species 
across much of their range. As opportunistic hunters, jaguars are known 
to kill livestock animals. In retaliation farmers will shoot or poison the 
animals onsite. They are also targeted due to competition for wild prey 
with human hunters. 

• Habitat loss and fragmentation– deforestation rates across much of 
the jaguars range are very high. Despite a wide geographic range,  
jaguars have disappeared from 40% of their historic range. Not only 
does deforestation reduce the jaguars range, it also isolates populations 
of jaguars, meaning they are much more vulnerable to human  
persecution.  
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